
Theodore Roosevelt 

 Sorbonne in Paris, France on April 23, 1910 

 

It is not the critic who counts; 

not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, 

or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. 

The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, 

whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; 

who strives valiantly; who errs, 

who comes short again and again, 

because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; 

but who does actually strive to do the deeds; 

who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; 

who spends himself in a worthy cause; 

who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, 

and who at the worst, 

if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, 

so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who 

neither know victory nor defeat. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Paris


Abraham Lincoln 

Gettysburg Address 

Thursday, November 19, 1863 

 

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work 

which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather 

for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that 

from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for 

which they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly 

resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation, under 

God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the 

people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.  



Susan B. Anthony 

Women’s Rights to the Suffrage 

1873  

(after Anthony was arrested, tried and fined $100 for voting in the 

1872 presidential election) 

  

 

The preamble of the Federal Constitution says: 

"We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect 

union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the 

common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings 

of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 

Constitution for the United States of America." 

It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens; nor yet we, the male 

citizens; but we, the whole people, who formed the Union. And we 

formed it, not to give the blessings of liberty, but to secure them; not to 

the half of ourselves and the half of our posterity, but to the whole people-

-women as well as men. And it is a downright mockery to talk to women 

of their enjoyment of the blessings of liberty while they are denied the use 

of the only means of securing them provided by this democratic-

republican government--the ballot. 

  



Elie Wiesel 

The Perils of Indifference 

Nobel Laureate, East Room of the White House on April 12, 

1999 

 

Indifference is not a beginning, it is an end. And, therefore, indifference is 

always the friend of the enemy, for it benefits the aggressor -- never his 

victim, whose pain is magnified when he or she feels forgotten. The 

political prisoner in his cell, the hungry children, the homeless refugees -- 

not to respond to their plight, not to relieve their solitude by offering them 

a spark of hope is to exile them from human memory. And in denying 

their humanity we betray our own. 

Indifference, then, is not only a sin, it is a punishment. And this is one of 

the most important lessons of this outgoing century's wide-ranging 

experiments in good and evil. 

  



Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I Have a Dream 

delivered 28 August 1963, at the Lincoln Memorial, Washington D.C. 

 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true 

meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal." 

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of 

former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down 

together at the table of brotherhood. 

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering 

with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be 

transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. 

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation 

where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content 

of their character. 

I have a dream today! 

  



Mother Teresa's Love Begins at Home speech, delivered at Oslo, 

Norway - December 11, 1979. 

 

And I think that we in our family don't need bombs and guns, to destroy 

to bring peace — just get together, love one another, bring that peace, that 

joy, that strength of presence of each other in the home. And we will be 

able to overcome all the evil that is in the world. 

There is so much suffering, so much hatred, so much misery, and we with 

our prayer, with our sacrifice are beginning at home. 

Love begins at home, and it is not how much we do, but how much love 

we put in the action that we do. It is to God Almighty. How much we do it 

does not matter, because He is infinite, but how much love we put in that 

action. How much we do to Him in the person that we are serving.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Clarina Howard Nichols 

The Responsibilities of Woman speech, delivered at Worcester, 

Massachusetts - October 15, 1851. 

 

What, then, shall we do for admiration when stricken in years? Has not 

God endowed us with some lasting hold upon the affections? My sister, I 

can only find lasting charms in that thorough culture of the mind and 

heart which will enable us to win upon man's higher and better nature. If 

you have beauty and accomplishments, these address themselves to man's 

lower nature, his passions; and when age has robbed you of the one, and 

him of the other, you are left unloved and unlovely. Cultivate, then, your 

powers of mind and heart, that you may become necessary to his better 

and undying sympathies. Aid him in all the earnest work of life; and 

secure his aid in your self-development for noble purposes, by impressing 

upon him that you are in earnest. Sell your jewelry, if need be, abate your 

expenditures for show; and appropriate your means, and time spent in 

idle visiting, to the culture of your souls. Then will his soul respond to 

your worth, and the ties that bind you endure through time, and make 

your companions in eternity. 

 

  



Elizabeth I 

Golden Speech, delivered at London, England - November 30, 1601. 

 

To be a KING, and wear a Crown, is a thing more Glorious to them that 

see it, than it is pleasing to them that bear it: For my self, I was never so 

much enticed with the Glorious Name of a KING, or Royal Authority of 

a QUEEN, as delighted that G O D had made Me his Instrument to 

maintain his Truth and Glory, and to Defend this Kingdom (as I said) 

from Peril, Dishonor, Tyranny, and Oppression. 

There will never Queen sit in my Seat, with more Zeal to my country, 

Care for my Subjects, and that sooner with willingness will venture her 

Life for your Good and Safety, than My Self. For it is not my desire to 

Live nor Reign longer, than my Life and Reign shall be for your Good. 

And though you have had, and may have many Princes, more Mighty and 

Wife, sitting in this State; yet you never had, or shall have any that will be 

more Careful and Loving. 

  



Indira Gandhi 

What Educated Women Can Do 

at the Golden Jubilee Celebrations Of The Indraprastha College For 

Women , New Delhi, India, November 23, 1974 

 

An ancient Sanskrit saying says, woman is the home and the home is the 

basis of society. It is as we build our homes that we can build our country. 

If the home is inadequate -- either inadequate in material goods and 

necessities or inadequate in the sort of friendly, loving atmosphere that 

every child needs to grow and develop -- then that country cannot have 

harmony and no country which does not have harmony can grow in any 

direction at all. 

That is why women's education is almost more important than the 

education of boys and men. We -- and by "we" I do not mean only we in 

India but all the world -- have neglected women’s education.  

 

 



Helen Keller 1916 

Strike Against War 

Speech at Carnegie Hall, New York City, January 5, 1916, under the 

auspices of the Women's Peace Party and the Labor Forum. 

 

It is your duty to insist upon still more radical measure. It is your business 

to see that no child is employed in an industrial establishment or mine or 

store, and that no worker is needlessly exposed to accident or disease. It is 

your business to make them give you clean cities, free from smoke, dirt 

and congestion. It is your business to make them pay you a living wage. It 

is your business to see that this kind of preparedness is carried into every 

department on the nation, until everyone has a chance to be well born, 

well nourished, rightly educated, intelligent and serviceable to the country 

at all times. 

  



Malala Yousafzai 

Nobel Peace Prize Lecture on 10 December 2014 at the Oslo City Hall, 

Norway. 

We had a thirst for education, we had a thirst for education because our 

future was right there in that classroom. We would sit and learn and read 

together. We loved to wear neat and tidy school uniforms and we would 

sit there with big dreams in our eyes. We wanted to make our parents 

proud and prove that we could also excel in our studies and achieve those 

goals, which some people think only boys can. 

But things did not remain the same. When I was in Swat, which was a 

place of tourism and beauty, suddenly changed into a place of terrorism. I 

was just ten that more than 400 schools were destroyed. Women were 

flogged. People were killed. And our beautiful dreams turned into 

nightmares. 

Education went from being a right to being a crime. 

Girls were stopped from going to school. 

When my world suddenly changed, my priorities changed too. 

I had two options. One was to remain silent and wait to be killed. And the 

second was to speak up and then be killed. 

I chose the second one. I decided to speak up. 



Patrick Henry  

“Give me liberty or give me death” 

speech made to the Second Virginia Convention on March 23, 1775 

The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the 

brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were base enough to desire 

it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. There is no retreat but in 

submission and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking may be 

heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable — and let it come! I 

repeat it, sir, let it come! 

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, “Peace! 

Peace!” — but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale 

that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding 

arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here idle? 

What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or 

peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? 

Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as 

for me, give me liberty, or give me death! 

  



John F. Kennedy 

The Decision to Go to the Moon 

 

May 25, 1961 Speech before a Joint Session of Congress 

 

There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict in outer space as yet. 

Its hazards are hostile to us all. Its conquest deserves the best of all 

mankind, and its opportunity for peaceful cooperation many never come 

again. But why, some say, the moon? Why choose this as our goal? And 

they may well ask why climb the highest mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly 

the Atlantic? Why does Rice play Texas? 

We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this 

decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because 

they are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the 

best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are 

willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we 

intend to win, and the others, too. 

  



Ronald Reagan 1987 Brandenburg gate 

And now the Soviets themselves may, in a limited way, be coming to 

understand the importance of freedom... 

 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet state? Or are 

they token gestures, intended to raise false hopes in the West, or to 

strengthen the Soviet system without changing it? We welcome change 

and openness; for we believe that freedom and security go together, that 

the advance of human liberty can only strengthen the cause of world 

peace. There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be 

unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the cause of freedom and 

peace. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity 

for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: 

Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, 

tear down this wall! 

  



Jimmy Carter 1979 

Our people are losing that faith, not only in government itself but in the 

ability as citizens to serve as the ultimate rulers and shapers of our 

democracy. As a people we know our past and we are proud of it. Our 

progress has been part of the living history of America, even the world. 

We always believed that we were part of a great movement of humanity 

itself called democracy, involved in the search for freedom, and that belief 

has always strengthened us in our purpose. But just as we are losing our 

confidence in the future, we are also beginning to close the door on our 

past. 

In a nation that was proud of hard work, strong families, close-knit 

communities, and our faith in God, too many of us now tend to worship 

self-indulgence and consumption. Human identity is no longer defined by 

what one does, but by what one owns. But we've discovered that owning 

things and consuming things does not satisfy our longing for meaning. 

We've learned that piling up material goods cannot fill the emptiness of 

lives which have no confidence or purpose. 

  



Ronald Reagan 1986 

And I want to say something to the school children of America who were 

watching the live coverage of the shuttle’s takeoff. I know it is hard to 

understand, but sometimes painful things like this happen. It’s all part of 

the process of exploration and discovery. It’s all part of taking a chance 

and expanding man’s horizons. The future doesn’t belong to the 

fainthearted; it belongs to the brave. The Challenger crew was pulling us 

into the future, and we’ll continue to follow them…… 

The crew of the space shuttle Challenger honoured us by the manner in 

which they lived their lives. We will never forget them, nor the last time 

we saw them, this morning, as they prepared for the journey and waved 

goodbye and ‘slipped the surly bonds of earth’ to ‘touch the face of God.’ 

  



John F. Kennedy 1961  

Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North and 

South, East and West, that can assure a more fruitful life for all mankind? 

Will you join in that historic effort? 

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted 

the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not 

shrink from this responsibility — I welcome it. I do not believe that any of 

us would exchange places with any other people or any other generation. 

The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will 

light our country and all who serve it — and the glow from that fire can 

truly light the world. 

And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you 

— ask what you can do for your country. 

My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but 

what together we can do for the freedom of man. 

  



William Faulkner 1950  Nobel Prize 

I decline to accept the end of man. It is easy enough to say that man is 

immortal because he will endure: that when the last ding-dong of doom 

has clanged and faded from the last worthless rock hanging tideless in the 

last red and dying evening, that even then there will still be one more 

sound: that of his puny inexhaustible voice, still talking. I refuse to accept 

this. I believe that man will not merely endure: he will prevail. He is 

immortal, not because he alone among creatures has an inexhaustible 

voice, but because he has a soul, a spirit capable of compassion and 

sacrifice and endurance. The poet’s, the writer’s, duty is to write about 

these things. It is his privilege to help man endure by lifting his heart, by 

reminding him of the courage and honor and hope and pride and 

compassion and pity and sacrifice which have been the glory of his past. 

The poet’s voice need not merely be the record of man, it can be one of 

the props, the pillars to help him endure and prevail. 


